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2 The Story of Peter - NIV

ALL: A disciple.

NARRATOR 1: As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, 
Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into 
the lake, for they were fishermen.

JESUS: Come, follow me and I will send you out to fish for people.

NARRATOR 2: At once they left their nets and followed him.

                                      *     *     *

About: This script uses selected sections of the NIV text (Matthew 4, Matt 14, Mark 8, Matthew 
26, John 20, John 21 and Acts 2) to piece together key moments in Peter’s life. Each scene is 
introduced by a statement. These 9 statements are designed to give structure and a sense of unity to 
the piece. 

Characters: Narrator 1, Narrator 2, Jesus, Peter, Disciple 1, Disciple 2, Disciple 3, Servant 1, 
Servant 2, Villager, Mary, Thomas, John and Israelites. 

Suggestions for dramatisation: Cast lead characters such as Jesus, Peter, Narrator 1 and 
Narrator 2 and allow additional characters to take on different roles within each scene. Use minimal 
props or props that can serve multiple purposes and be used symbolically across each scene (such 
as a sheet of material). Use the 9 beginning statements as a way of bringing unity and structure to 
the piece by repeating the way they are blocked or spoken. Emphasise the close of each scene by 
slowing the pace of the dialogue, pausing or by using a frozen moment. 

ALL: A step of faith.

NARRATOR 1: Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead 
of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. After he had 
dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. 

NARRATOR 2: Later that night, he was there alone and the boat was already a 
considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the 
wind was against it. Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking 
on the lake.

NARRATOR 1: When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. 

DISCIPLE 1: It’s a ghost!

NARRATOR 1: (...they said, and cried out in fear. But Jesus immediately said to them...)

JESUS: Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.
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3 Peter’s Story - NIV

PETER: Lord, if it’s you, tell me to come to you on the water.

JESUS: Come.

NARRATOR 1: Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came 
toward Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning 
to sink, cried out...

PETER: Lord, save me!

NARRATOR 2: Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. 

JESUS: You of little faith, why did you doubt?

                                     *     *     *

ALL: A confession.

NARRATOR 2: Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. 
On the way he asked them...

JESUS: Who do people say I am?

DISCIPLE 1: Some say John the Baptist.

DISCIPLE 2: Others say Elijah.

DISCIPLE 3: And still others, one of the prophets.

JESUS: But what about you? Who do you say I am?

PETER: You are the Messiah.

                                     *     *     *

ALL: A  prediction.

NARRATOR 1: When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

JESUS: This very night you will all fall away on account of me, for it is written, ‘I 
will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ But 
after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.

PETER: Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will.
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4 Peter’s Story - NIV

ALL: A broken promise.

NARRATOR 2: Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to 
him. 

SERVANT 1: You also were with Jesus of Galilee.

NARRATOR 2: (But he denied it before them all.) 

PETER: I don’t know what you’re talking about.

NARRATOR 2: Then he went out to the gateway, where another servant girl saw him 
and said to the people there.

SERVANT 2: This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth.

NARRATOR 2: (He denied it again, with an oath.)

PETER: I don’t know the man!

NARRATOR 2: After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said...

VILLAGER: Surely you are one of them. Your accent gives you away.

NARRATOR 2: (Then he began to call down curses, and he swore to them...)

PETER: I don’t know the man!

NARRATOR 2: Immediately a rooster crowed. Then Peter remembered the word Jesus 
had spoken...

JESUS: Before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.

NARRATOR 2: And he went outside and wept bitterly.

                                     *     *     *

JESUS: Truly I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows, you will disown 
me three times.

PETER: Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.

NARRATOR 1: And all the other disciples said the same.

                                     *     *     *
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5 Peter’s Story - NIV

ALL: A reunion.

NARRATOR 2: Afterwards Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. 
It happened this way...

NARRATOR 1: Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in 
Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 

PETER: I’m going out to fish.

NARRATOR 1: (Simon Peter told them, and they said...)

THOMAS: We’ll go with you.

NARRATOR 1: So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.

MARY: They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they 
have put him!

NARRATOR 1: So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 

NARRATOR 2: Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the 
tomb first. He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but 
did not go in.

NARRATOR 1: Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the 
tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the cloth that had 
been wrapped round Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, 
separate from the linen. 

NARRATOR 2: Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went 
inside. He saw and believed. They still did not understand from Scripture 
that Jesus had to rise from the dead. 

NARRATOR 1: Then the disciples went back to where they were staying.

                                     *     *     *

ALL: A miracle.

NARRATOR 1: Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 
went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the 
entrance. So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, 
the one Jesus loved, and said...
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6 Peter’s Story - NIV

NARRATOR 2: Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not 
realise that it was Jesus. He called out to them...

JESUS: Friends, haven’t you any fish?

DISCIPLES: No.

JESUS: Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.

NARRATOR 2: When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large 
number of fish. Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter...

JOHN: It is the Lord!

NARRATOR 1: As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, ‘It is the Lord,’ he wrapped his 
outer garment round him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the 
water.

NARRATOR 2: The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for 
they were not far from shore, about a hundred metres. 

NARRATOR 1: When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, 
and some bread.

JESUS: Bring some of the fish you have just caught.

NARRATOR 1: So Simon Peter climbed back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. 
It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn.

JESUS: Come and have breakfast.

NARRATOR 2: None of the disciples dared ask him, ‘Who are you?’ They knew it was 
the Lord.

NARRATOR 1: Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with 
the fish. This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after 
he was raised from the dead.

                                     *     *     *

ALL: A call.

NARRATOR 2: When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter...

JESUS: Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?
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7 Peter’s Story - NIV

PETER: Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.

JESUS: Feed my lambs. (Pause) Simon son of John, do you love me?

PETER: Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.

JESUS: Take care of my sheep. (Pause) Simon son of John, do you love me?

NARRATOR 2: Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, ‘Do you love 
me?’

PETER: Lord, you know all things, you know that I love you.

JESUS: Feed my sheep. Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you 
dressed yourself and went where you wanted. But when you are old you 
will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead 
you where you do not want to go.

NARRATOR 2: Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify 
God. Then he said to him...

JESUS: Follow me!

                                     *     *     *

ALL: A message.

PETER: Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited 
by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among 
you through him, as you yourselves know. This man was handed over 
to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the 
help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. But God 
raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because 
it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him...Therefore let all 
Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, 
both Lord and Messiah.

NARRATOR 1: When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter 
and the other apostles, 

ISRAELITES: Brothers, what shall we do?

PETER: Repent and be baptised, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off.
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