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Introduction
Why?

What do I need?

How do these studies work?

It can be a challenge to keep young people focussed and engaged in a Bible 
study. Sometimes it is even harder to get them sharing! The Funky Font Bible 
Study Series is designed to give young people creative tasks to do to represent 
their understanding of key words and ideas. The ‘draw while you discuss’ 
approach also makes sharing less threatening. 

Each Bible study comes with a printable poster which provides the canvas to 
explore each verse. The posters are ‘filled in’ by the young people with words and 
pictures as the study unfolds. The end product is a poster which represents both 
the meaning and the application of the verse.
The study itself is divided into the following parts.

The following resources will help you get the most out of these Bible Studies.
• Copies of the poster for each young person (A4 or A3).
• Felt tip pens and pencils.
• Printed leader’s notes.
• A white board and marker to scribble pictures and words.
• Time to prepare! Make sure you have looked over the study and consider 

trialling it yourself.

Discuss: 
The questions are intended to stimulate conversation related to the themes 
and ideas explored in the verse.
Read: 
Passages from the Bible are listed throughout the study. Encourage the young 
people to read the passages or at least follow along in their Bible.
Teach: 
This is a short explanation of a key idea. You can use this in your teaching or you 
can adapt the explanation for your setting.
Draw: 
Ideas are provided for drawing, writing and colouring, so that the poster is 
illustrated to reflect the meaning of the verse. 
Discuss while drawing: 
Questions are provided for discussion at points in the study where extended 
time must be allowed for illustration. Choose questions appropriate to your 
group.
Draw while a leader shares:
Share part of your faith journey by answering the questions.
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Tips for discussion
Here are some tips to help discussion flow:
• Allow the young people to draw and colour during discussion so that 

attention is directed away from the person sharing.
• During the discussion write down key words and even scribble images on a 

white board to give the young people stimulus for their poster.
• Always encourage the young people to draw and write the elements of the 

discussion that are particularly relevant to them. Encourage them to listen to 
the way God’s Spirit is speaking to them through the Scriptures.
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Romans 1:16
To explore the meaning of the word ‘gospel’.

Aim:

Set-up:
Provide pens and pencils and a copy of the poster for each person (A4 or A3). 
Encourage all to have their Bibles open to Romans 1.

Let’s get into it!
Introduce Romans (optional)

Read: Skim through Romans 1, looking especially at verses 1, 7 and 11-13. 
Discuss: What do we know about the author of Romans? What do we know 
about the recipients of the letter? What sort of relationship did they have? 

Discuss, learn and draw
Use each letter of the word ‘GOSPEL’ to draw or write different aspects of the 
meaning of the word ‘gospel’.

G - Good news
Discuss: What comes to mind when you hear the word gospel?
Teach: The word ‘gospel’ means ‘good news’ and it comes from a word which 
means ‘to bring’ or ‘to proclaim’ good news.
‘

Draw: Illustrate or creatively write ‘good news’ inside the G. You may need to 
discuss different ways to represent good news (e.g. loud haler, postman, phone, 
speech bubbles or a letter). 
Discuss while drawing: Is anyone waiting to hear good news? Perhaps the 
results of a test, where you will go on holidays or the outcome of a sporting 
game. What good news has made you excited in the past? 

O - Power for salvation
Read: Romans 1:16.
Discuss: How is the gospel described?
Draw: In the ‘O’ represent ‘power’ using symbols or colours. Alternatively, write 
‘power of God that brings salvation.’ 
Teach: The gospel is powerful because when people hear it and believe it’s 
message, they are saved. (Use an example such as: “If I announced there was 
an icecream truck outside giving away icecream, that announcement would 
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have the power to get you an icecream - but only if you believed my message 
and went to get it.”)

S - A way to be right with God
Read: Romans 1:17.
Discuss: What is revealed in the gospel?
Teach: ‘Righteousness of God’ means God’s action to put things right. In the 
gospel, God reveals what he has done to make us right with him - to make us 
righteous and remove our sin.
Draw: In the ‘S’ draw a curtain revealing a symbolic relationship between God 
and humanity. Alternatively, write, ‘God reveals his way to make us right with 
him’.
Discuss while drawing: Do you think there is any sin that God wouldn’t forgive? 

P - A power to save from death
Read: Romans 10:9 and Romans 6:5.
Discuss: What is at the heart of the gospel message?
Teach: The gospel shows us death is not the end. Jesus was raised to life and 
now the gospel has the power to save us from death too.
Draw: In the letter ‘P,’ represent bodily resurrection. This could include depicting 
Jesus’ resurrection or our resurrection. Alternatively write, ‘The gospel saves from 
death.’
Discuss while drawing: What do different people think will happen after death? 
What is different about the Christian belief?

E - A power to save from suffering

Teach: In the Old Testament and especially in the book of Isaiah, good news was 
associated with someone who would bring all the blessings of God’s reign. Jesus 
quotes Isaiah in the book of Luke.
Read: Luke 4:16-21.
Discuss: What is part of the good news Jesus brings into the world?
Draw: Inside the letter ‘E,’ represent or write the characteristics of good news 
found in this passage. Alternatively, write ‘the gospel saves from suffering.’
Discuss while drawing: If you could remove any type of evil or suffering from 
the world, what would it be?

L - The power to transform the whole world

Read: Romans 8:19-22.
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Discuss: In what ways can you see creation groaning today?
Teach: The gospel is also good news for the whole of creation because God is 
acting to make everything right in the world.
Draw: In the letter ‘L’, draw animals, plants or nature, as they will be when free 
from the curse of sin.
Discuss while drawing: What do you imagine nature (plants, food, animals) to 
be like when they are not cursed by sin? What is it about creation without sin 
that you look forward to the most?

I am not ashamed

Discuss: Why do you think some people are ashamed of the gospel?
Teach: Paul boldly proclaimed the gospel, even when he was arrested, 
persecuted and beaten. He was not ashamed of this message because he 
knew that it had the power to save.
Draw: Draw stick figures around ‘I am not ashamed.’ ‘Am not’ could be turned 
into a sign held up by a stick figure (perhaps do a self portrait).  
Discuss while drawing: What aspect of the gospel makes you the most 
convinced that this message is important and needs sharing? 
Draw while a leader shares: Consider sharing a story of a young person in the 
persecuted church who has been willing to stand up for their faith.

Pray
Encourage the young people to thank God for one aspect of the gospel. They 
can use the illustrated letters of GOSPEL to help stimulate their prayers. 
Pray that your young people will not be ashamed of the message of the gospel, 
but will hear it, believe it and be saved!PR
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Romans 3:23-24
To explore the meaning of ‘justification’.

Aim:

Set-up:
Provide pens/pencils and a copy of the poster for each person (A4 or A3). 
Encourage everyone to have their Bible open to Romans 3.

Let’s get into it!
Discuss, learn and draw
Colour, draw and write on your poster as the Bible study unfolds.

All have sinned
Discuss: Do you know a perfect person? Would you consider yourself perfect?
Read: Romans 3:9-20.
Teach: This passage tells us a truth: All have sinned and fall short of God’s glory. 
No one can live up to God’s standards.
Draw: In the white spaces of the word ‘sinned’, write some common sins. Use 
Romans 3:9-18 to help you. Also, draw little stick figures sliding off the ‘D’ - 
perhaps even parachuting - unable to live up to God’s standards.
Draw while discussing: Do you think this passage reflects the truth about 
humanity? What particular sins are common in the lives of young people 
today? 

Justified
Read: Romans 3:21-24.
Discuss: Why do we have courts and judges? What is the role of a judge?
Teach: Although we are guilty, God judges us as innocent. To be ‘justified’, 
means God no longer holds us guilty for our sins but makes us right before him. 
Draw: Above the letters ‘u’ and ‘s’ in ‘justified,’ draw a judge’s hammer.
Draw while discussing: How does this passage change the way you think 
about judgment day? (Judgment day is the day when all people will be judged 
before God for what they have done.)

Through Jesus
Read: Romans 3:25.
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Discuss: Why can God judge us as innocent? How has the price of our sins been 
paid for?
Teach: When Jesus died on the cross, he stood in our place before God’s anger. 
He is the sacrifice. He redeems us. Redemption means Jesus pays the price for 
our sins.
Draw: On the word ‘justified’, colour the ‘t’ red to symbolise the sin placed 
on Jesus at the cross. The ‘i’ can symbolise us, so leave it white to symbolise 
our purity before God (but perhaps add a face). Then colour the rest of the 
word ‘justified’. Above the word ‘redeemed,’ draw money (notes or coins) to 
symbolise the price paid for sin.
Draw while a leader shares: What does it mean for you personally to be 
justified for your sin? What assurance does it give you?

Grace
Teach: Justification is God’s free gift to you. You can choose to accept it or 
reject it. If you accept it you can be sure that when you stand before God on 
judgment day he will not count your sins against you, but will declare you 
righteous. 
Draw: Draw a present surrounding the word grace.
Draw while a leader shares: When did you accept this gift?

Pray
This verse can be used to frame a new believer’s prayer and might be a good 
opportunity to ask if anyone would like to accept God’s free gift of salvation. You 
might invite the group to pray a prayer such as this:

Dear Lord, I know that I am sinful and fall short of your glory. Thank you for 
sending Jesus to die in my place so that I can be justified in your sight. I trust in 
Jesus’ death to cover my sins and accept this as your free gift to me. Amen
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Romans 8:38-39
To understand the truth that nothing can separate God’s people from his love in 
Jesus.

Aim:

Set-up:
Provide pens/pencils and a copy of the poster for each person (A4 or A3). 
Encourage everyone to open their Bibles to Romans 8.

Let’s get into it! 
Discuss, learn and draw
Colour and draw on the poster as you explore the meaning of Romans 8:38-39.

Nothing can separate us
Discuss: Describe an instance when you have been separated from someone 
or something you love?  
Teach: Many things in life might seem to separate us from God’s love. This 
passage teaches us that nothing can separate God’s people from him. 
Read: Romans 8:35-39.
Draw: Use the letters of ‘NOTHING’ to illustrate or write everything Paul describes 
that cannot separate us from God. For example:

N - Inside the letter ‘N’ represent one of the following: trouble, hardship, 
persecution, famine, nakedness, danger or sword (v35). 
O - Divide the letter ‘O’ in half and visually represent death and life (v38).
T - Inside the letter ‘T’ draw or write ‘angels’ and ‘demons’ (v38).
H - Use symbols for time (e.g. watch or calendar) to represent ‘present’ and 
‘future’ in the letter ‘H’ (v38).
I - Illustrate ‘powers’ in the letter ‘I’ (this could include both spiritual powers and 
worldly authorities). Alternately use a colour that represents power (v38).
N - Inside the ‘N’ draw the highest mountain/sky and the depths of the sea to 
represent ‘height’ and ‘depth’ (v39).
G - Draw something to illustrate ‘creation’ such as people, animals, nature or 
places (v39).

Draw while discussing:  What is a trouble or hardship that we all might face? 
Why can we be certain that death will never separate us from God? What role 
do you think angels, demons and evil powers have in the world? Why can’t they 
separate you from God? Why can’t height or depth or time separate you from 
God?
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Jesus, God and us
Read: Romans 8:34-35.
Teach: Our confidence, that nothing can separate us from God’s love, is based 
not on our love, but on God’s love for us. Jesus died for us, was raised to life and 
now sits at the right hand of God. Jesus has brought us into the very throne 
room of God! We are assured that his love for us is so powerful it cannot be 
broken or stopped by anything.  
Draw: Draw Jesus or his hands in the letter ‘U’ and yourself (stick figure) inside 
‘S’. Then write the last part of verse 8 inside the ‘L,’ (“...in Christ Jesus our Lord”). 
Try to use colour to show the power of God’s love in Jesus extending to you. You 
may colour the background so that colour radiates from ‘God’s love’ or your 
picture of Jesus. You may also have colour extending up to ‘NOTHING’. You want 
to show the power of God’s love breaking through all barriers.
Draw while discussing: When are the times in life that you most need to be 
sure of God’s love for you? 

Pray
Encourage the group to share a situation where they might be experiencing 
fear, loneliness or hardship. Pray specifically about these circumstances and 
that God’s love will be made known to them.
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Romans 10:9
To understand what defines a ‘Christian.’

Aim:

Set-up:
Provide pens/pencils and a copy of the poster for each person (A3 or A4). 
Encourage all to have their Bible open to Romans 10.

Let’s get into it!
Discuss, learn and draw

Colour and draw on the poster as you explore the meaning of Romans 10:9.

Confessing and believing
Discuss:  How would you finish this sentence: “A Christian is someone who...”
Teach: This passage tells us the defining characteristic of a Christian. Paul uses 
two body parts to explain this. He does so, because he is using a passage from 
the Old Testament.
Read: Deuteronomy 30:14.
Teach: In Deuteronomy, God’s word is both in the hearts of God’s people and in 
their mouths. The two are inseparable because the mouth confesses what the 
heart believes. In daily life our beliefs are also seen in what we say. 
Draw: Colour in the words, “If you confess with your mouth,” and “believe.” 
Consider using the same colour for ‘confess’ and ‘believe’ to show their 
connection.
Discuss while drawing: Who can confess which sporting team/band they 
believe to be the best? Why do you think this? Is there a difference between 
what you believe about this team/band in your heart and what you say about 
them?

Our belief
Read: Romans 10:8-13.
Discuss:  What is the confession that comes out of a Christian’s mouth? What is 
the core belief in their heart?
Draw: In the speech bubble write the confession: “Jesus is Lord.” In the heart 
write: “God raised him from the dead.” You could also illustrate these statements. 
Some may also want to add parts of verse 10.  
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Discuss while drawing: If someone calls Jesus ‘Lord’, how would their life 
be different to someone who does not believe Jesus is Lord? Why do you 
think people don’t believe Jesus is Lord? Why do you think belief in Jesus’ 
resurrection is a core belief? What does the resurrection tell you about Jesus?

Draw while a leader shares: Why do you believe Jesus is Lord? How does this 
affect you life?

You will be saved
Discuss: Have you ever felt concerned that you may not really be saved or 
that God might be angry with you for things you have done?
Read: Romans 10:10-13.
Teach: To ‘be saved’ is to be saved from God’s judgment. We all deserve to be 
punished and the Bible teaches us that one day we will all stand before God 
to be judged. But God has made a way through Jesus for us to be saved from 
this judgment. This passage teaches us that all who call on the name of the 
Lord will be saved and that those who believe in their heart will be justified - 
that is, made right with God. 
Draw: Use the background behind ‘saved’ to represent God’s judgment. Use 
colours that you think reflect judgment, or perhaps sketch a judge’s hammer. 
You might also represent the concept of being saved in a different way, such 
as drawing the sea and lifejackets.  
Discuss while you draw: When you think about meeting God one day, how 
does that make you feel? Why can you be confident? 

Pray
Use this verse as stimulus for prayer. For example, you might want to pray 
about the personal fears and doubts individuals may have about their status 
before God. The verse could also be used as a prayer of faith:

I confess that Jesus is Lord and I believe in my heart God raised him from the 
dead. Thank you for saving me. Give me the assurance that faith in you is all I 
need.
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Romans 12:9
To understand that Christians are called to hate evil and love good.

Aim:

Set up:
Provide pens/pencils and a copy of the poster for each person (A4 or A3). 
Encourage each young person to have their Bible open to Romans 12:9.

Let’s get into it!
Discuss, learn and draw:
Colour and draw on the poster as you explore the meaning of Romans 12:9.

Hate what is evil

Discuss: Name something you hate. What do you do to avoid it?
Read: Romans 12:9-21.
Draw: Draw or write in the lettering of ‘evil’ anything from the passage that is not 
Christian behaviour.
Discuss while drawing: Which evil actions do you think are especially relevant 
for young people today? What types of evil are easy to get involved in?
Teach: To hate evil is to feel disgust towards evil. It’s something that you can’t 
stand and won’t put up with. We put this into action by refusing to be part of evil, 
avoiding it and taking action against it.
Draw: In the ‘hate’ lettering draw symbols that represent actions taken against 
evil. For example, gossip = closed mouth, pornography = turning the computer 
off, disobedience to parents = helping parents. Alternatively, use colours or 
symbols to represent hate or disgust.
Discuss and draw: Has your hate of something evil ever caused you to act? 
What are some things that young people love that they should hate?

Cling to what is good
 
Draw: Around the word ‘cling,’ draw some stick figures hanging on to the 
lettering, climbing or doing good activities.
Discuss while drawing: What comes to mind when you hear the word ‘cling’? 
Have you ever been in a situation where you needed to hang on tight to 
something or someone? 

Teach: To ‘cling to what is good’ means you seek what is good. You value it, hold 
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onto it and do it, even if it is costly. 
Read: Romans 12:9-21.
Draw: Write or creatively draw everything described as good in the passage. 
Decorate around the outside of ‘good’ with radiating light, jewels or something 
that shows the value of what is good.
Discuss while you draw: What actions are associated with goodness in the 
passage? Do you know someone who clings to good? Why do you think it’s so 
important to cling to things such as love, prayer and humility?

Pray
Use the passage to pray against the types of evil identified in the study. Also, 
pray for God’s wisdom to know what is good and his strength to do what is 
good.
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